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Administrative Judge 
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Mail Stop T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
 

 In the Matter of 
POWERTECH (USA) INC.,  

 Docket No. 40-9075-MLA; ASLBP No. 10-898-02-MLA-BD01 
 
Dear Administrative Judges: 
 
On October 4, 2010, the Board issued an Order directing the Staff to submit monthly status 
reports specifying the Staff’s best estimate of the issuance dates for draft and final documents 
associated with its review of Powertech’s application.  The Staff filed its last status report on 
June 1, 2011. 
 
When it filed its last status report, the Staff was awaiting Powertech’s revised responses to 
certain safety-related requests for additional information (RAIs).  The Staff expected Powertech 
to submit the revised RAI responses on or about June 29, 2011.  Powertech did, in fact, submit 
its revised RAI responses on June 29, 2011.  According to the cover letter accompanying 
Powertech’s submission, the revised RAI responses address four areas in which the NRC Staff 
had previously identified concerns.  The Staff is attaching a copy of the cover letter, which 
provides more information on the content and format of Powertech’s revised RAI responses. 
 
The next step for the Staff will be to review Powertech’s submission for sensitive information 
and enter the revised RAI response package into the NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access 
Management System (ADAMS).  This may take several weeks.  The Staff will, however, 
promptly notify the Board and the parties when the Staff’s review is complete and the revised 
RAI response package is available in ADAMS.   
 
The Staff will also begin its acceptance review of Powertech’s revised RAI response package.  If 
the Staff determines Powertech’s responses are sufficient, the Staff will resume its safety review 
of Powertech’s application.  
 
Regarding its environmental review of Powertech’s application, the Staff continues to consult as 
required under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  On June 8, 2011, 



 
 

the Staff met with representatives from six Indian Tribes, including the Oglala Sioux Tribe, to 
discuss sites and properties that may be affected by operations at Dewey-Burdock.1

 

  
Representatives from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the South Dakota State 
Historic Preservation Office (SD SHPO) also participated in the meeting.  The meeting was held 
at the Prairie Wind Casino Hotel in Pine Ridge, South Dakota.  In continuance of the NHPA 
process, on June 9, 2011, the Staff, Tribal representatives, and representatives from BLM and 
the SD SHPO participated in an information-gathering visit at the proposed Dewey-Burdock site. 

Below are the Staff’s current best estimates for the issuance dates of documents associated 
with its reviews.   

 
Draft SEIS    
April 2012 
 
Final SER       
February 2012 

 
Final SEIS          
September 2012 

 
These are the same dates listed in the Staff’s last status report.  The Staff will provide updated 
estimates in its next status report, which it will file on August 1, 2011. 
 

Sincerely, 
       /Signed (electronically) by/ 
       Patricia Jehle 

________________________ 
Patricia Jehle 
Counsel for NRC Staff 

 
 
Attachment:  Cover Letter to Powertech’s Revised RAI Response Package  

                                                 
1 The Staff expects that the transcript of the June 8, 2011 meeting will be available in public ADAMS in 
approximately one week. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing “NRC STAFF’S STATUS REPORT@ in this 
proceeding have been served via the Electronic Information Exchange (EIE) this 1st day of July 
2011, which to the best of my knowledge resulted in transmittal of the copies to those on the 
EIE Service List for the above-captioned proceeding. 
 
 
        /Signed (electronically) by/ 
       Patricia Jehle 
                                                   ______________________   
       Patricia Jehle 
       Counsel for the NRC Staff 
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